Mid-Day Bible Study
Wednesday, October 25, 2023
Topic: Development in Discipleship
(Various Scriptures)

· Discipleship happens in stages.  The goal is furthering our walk with God.  As we are disciple, we grow in our maturity and relationship with God.
· Today we are going to examine five stages of maturation and growth in the life of every true disciple of Jesus Christ.  
· Knowing the content of these stages will give us a better understanding of how to go about truly coming to Jesus—and living a life glorifying to God—which ALL believers are called to.

STAGE 1: Deciding to Become a Follower of Jesus
1. It is God's desire that no one would perish.  It is desire that we would call on Him that we might be saved.  He made the door possible (John 3:16-17)
2. "Repent, therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord." (Acts 3:19)
3. "Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple." (Luke 14:27)
4. We must give up the life of sin in order to come to the Father.  Repentance required, turning to God, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
5. "For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." (Romans 10:13)
6. Being convicted of our sins, and allowing God to soften our hearts, we can then move forward to building on from there.

STAGE 2: Building a Solid Foundation
1. "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock." (Matthew 7:24)
2. Read verses 25 and 26 of that same chapter…
3. "For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ." (1 Corinthians 3:11)
4. Our example is the life of Jesus Christ. The Prototype.  The Model.  He is our example.  And His words and actions we should examine and take to heart.
5. We must also know the plans of God for humanity.  We were created in the image of God.  We do acknowledge the plague of sin having entered into the world.  But praise God there is now no condemnation to those that are in Christ Jesus (this is about position) (Romans 8:1)
6. We are new Creations…made anew!  

STAGE 3: Desiring Christ & Obeying God's Commands
1. Jeremiah 29:13 (Exhortation!)
2. "Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart." (Psalms 37:4)
3. "For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  And His commandments are not burdensome." (1 John 1:3)
4. God's commandments actually bring joy and freedom when we keep them.  Doesn’t mean that it is easy to do so…but it surely is rewarding.  It is also what is best for us, and how God designed us to live. 
5. We are to:
A. Fear the Lord
B. Be holy as He is holy
C. Stand up under cultural and societal pressures
D. Be unbothered by what others think about us—especially others who are not walking with Him as we.

STAGE 4: Building Godly Relationships/Friendships
1. Who we fellowship with does matter.  Know that we are called to witness to everyone who needs to know about His power to save.  But our fellowship belongs with Christ… and other believers.
2. "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends." (John 15:12-13)
3. We are to be in communion, and community, with other people, and other believers.  
4. "Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up." (Ecclesiastes 4:9-11)
5. Notice other Scriptures like: Galatians 6:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Colossians 3:13; Hebrews 10:24-25
6. "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another." (Proverbs 27:17)

STAGE 5: Discipling Others
1. God's purpose for the church is to fulfill His mission of making disciples in all places.
2. This begins with the body of believers ALREADY in the church.  They must look for people who you can come alongside (Acts 8:29-30) and be encouragement to.
3. Pray for the Lord to bring opportunities to you.  Look around you.  Look at the people already in your life that are struggling—or may need an ear of listening.  
4. Maybe the door is offering discernment, guidance, or practical steps in another life.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Whatever you do, don’t forget the mandate remains! (Matthew 28:19-20)
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